In real-world settings, information from multiple sensory modalities is combined to form a complete, behaviorally salient percept -a process known as multisensory integration. While deficits in auditory and visual processing are often observed in schizophrenia, little is known about how multisensory integration is affected by the disorder. The present study examined auditory, visual, and combined audio-visual processing in schizophrenia patients using high-density electrical mapping. An ecologically relevant task was used to compare unisensory and multisensory evoked potentials from schizophrenia patients to potentials from healthy normal volunteers. Analysis of unisensory responses revealed a large decrease in the N100 component of the auditory-evoked potential, as well as early differences in the visual-evoked components in the schizophrenia group. Differences in early evoked responses to multisensory stimuli were also detected. Multisensory facilitation was assessed by comparing the sum of auditory and visual evoked responses to the audio-visual evoked response. Schizophrenia patients showed a significantly greater absolute magnitude response to audio-visual stimuli than to summed unisensory stimuli when compared to healthy volunteers, indicating significantly greater multisensory facilitation in the patient group. Behavioral responses also indicated increased facilitation from multisensory stimuli. The results represent the first report of increased multisensory facilitation in schizophrenia and suggest that, although unisensory deficits are present, compensatory mechanisms may exist under certain conditions that permit improved multisensory integration in individuals afflicted with the disorder.
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Introduction
Cognitive dysfunction is considered a hallmark feature of schizophrenia, but evidence suggests that disturbances in basic sensory processing may underlie many of the cognitive impairments observed (Javitt, 2009). A number of deficits have been reported in isolated sensory modalities in individuals with schizophrenia; however, it is clear that in real-world settings multiple sensory modalities interact to form a complete, unified percept (Ghazanfar & Schroeder, 2006) . The impact of schizophrenia on these interactions and the resulting multisensory perceptions is not well understood.
Electrical and magnetic scalp recordings from individuals with schizophrenia have revealed several underlying physiological disturbances in auditory and visual processing. For example, the amplitude of the N100 component of the auditory-evoked potential (AEP), a large negative potential that typically peaks between 80 and 120 ms after stimulus presentation, appears to be reduced in schizophrenia (e.g. Rosburg, Boutros, & Ford, 2008) . Processing deficits have also been detected in several early components of the visual evoked potential (VEP), such as the C1 (Butler et al., 2007) and the P1 components (Butler et al., 2007; Foxe, Doniger, & Javitt, 2001 ). It appears that schizophrenia affects dorsal visual stream processing specifically, which preferentially responds to low contrast, low spatial frequency stimuli. Ventral stream visual processing, which responds to high contrast and high spatial frequency stimuli, appears to be largely spared (Butler et al., 2007; Foxe, Murray, & Javitt, 2005; Martinez et al., 2008) . Despite these well-characterized unisensory auditory and visual deficits in schizophrenia, less is known about the potential impact these impairments have on combined auditory and visual multisensory perception.
There are several lines of evidence that suggest that audiovisual speech integration may be impaired. For example, it has been demonstrated that schizophrenia patients show reduced McGurk effects (Pearl et al., 2009) . The McGurk effect is a phenomenon
